How can YOU
help protect
your water?

www.tennesseewaterworks.com
www.misu.edu/waterworks
615-898-2660

Many people still think that water pollution comes from

a specific source---called ‘point source’ pollution---like
factories or sewage treatment plants---but the Environmental
Protection Agency estimates that now NPS--nonpoint source
pollution--is the single biggest factor affecting water
quality today.

“Nonpoint source pollution” (NPS) occurs when water from
storms picks up pollutants and deposits them away from the
source of the pollution. This runoff finds its way into water
sources, through storm drains or directly into streams, from
which much of our drinking water comes. Typical nonpoint
source pollutants in suburban areas are

e Household chemicals e Pesticides
e Yard waste ¢ Cleaning agents
e Trash e Grease
e Salt and sand e Auto products
e Excess nutrients (including

lawn fertilizers, septic

systems and pet wastes)

The cost of this type of pollution is reflected in higher water
bills, as drinking water coming from increasingly polluted
sources is more expensive to treat.

What can you do? Look inside for helpful hints.
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This project is funded, in part, under an agreement with the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Nonpoint Source Program, and
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Assistance Agreement
#C9994674-03-0.
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